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since the founding of the Independent kingdom. It insists upon
absolute equality for both languages.
But I had better leave this subject. It puzzles me, and I fail to
see why it should. The Flemings and the Walloons have a
common racial origin and share almost twenty centuries of
common history. Yet they live like cats and dogs. In the next
chapter we shall meet the Swiss, who in various parts of their
country speak four different languages, German, French, Italian,
and Romansh (a strange Roman tongue surviving among the
mountains of the Engadine), and they get along with each other
without any real basic friction. There must be a reason for this
difference, but I for one am willing to confess that it surpasses my
understanding.